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EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIP OFFICE 

COST OF ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Cost of Attendance Principles & Methods 
Eastern Washington University establishes reasonable and realistic cost of attendance (COA) student 
budgets using a combination of primary and secondary sources including the WA Financial Aid 
Association budget survey outcomes, including localized assessments and the Consumer Price Index. 
Additionally, institutional costs are provided by the EWU Chief Financial Officer. Data is evaluated and 
updated annually by the Financial Aid Director.  
 
EWU’s COA and COA policy are published on the EWU Financial Aid website, and throughout other 
EWU websites, such as Admissions and Student Financial Services. Estimated COA components are 
utilized in recruitment and outreach publications. Additionally, students receive specific details on 
their COA when aid is offered. 
 
COA components are based on nine months of enrollment (fall, winter, spring quarters or fall, spring 
semesters). COA components are adjusted proportionally when the student’s anticipated enrollment 
deviates from the standard value. 
 
Supporting documents, calculations and budgets are stored in the FinAid Procedures Google drive. 
Budget are entered into Banner from this detail. 
 

Basic COA Components  
 
TUITION: 

Undergraduate, Resident Tuition: $7,521 
Tuition costs estimated with a 3% increase, in conjunction with WA state RCW limitations. Tuition is 
based on full-time enrollment.   
 
Undergraduate, Non-Resident Tuition: $24,894 
Tuition costs estimated with a 0% increase. Tuition is based on full-time enrollment.   
 
Graduate, Resident Tuition: $12,738 
Tuition costs estimated with a 3% increase. Tuition is based on full-time enrollment.   
 
Graduate, Non-Resident Tuition: $28,101 
Tuition costs estimated with a 0% increase. Tuition is based on full-time enrollment.   
 

Custom Tuition (and othe COA component) Rates, by Program 
See various budgets, with program details, in FinAid Procedures Google drive. 

 
BOOKS, MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES: 

Books, Materials, Equipment & Supplies: $798 
Cost established consistent with 2024-25 rates. 
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HOUSING (Based on the greater of weighted average or median): 
On-Campus without Dependents, Food & Housing: $15,573 
Established by calculating the average of all current on-campus rooms and meals, based on prior year 
charges with a 3% increase. 
 
On-Campus with Dependents, Food & Housing: $15,573 
Established by calculating the average of all current on-campus rooms and meals, based on prior year 
charges with a 3% increase. 
 
Off-Campus, Food & Housing: $15,459 
Off campus room is established based on regional rental costs, from the State of Washington Housing 
Market Snapshot.  
 
With Family, Food & Housing: $5,103 
With Family costs is based on 2024-25 budgets plus the Consumer Price Index inflation rate. 

 

Military Paid Housing, Food & Housing: $5,328 
Military Paid costs is based on 2024-25 budgets plus the Consumer Price Index inflation rate. 

 

 

PERSONAL EXPENSES: 
Personal Expenses: varies by category (on campus, off campus, with parent) 
Personal Expenses from 2024-25 WFAA Student Budgets. 

 
TRANSPORTATION: 

Transportation: $1,862 
Transportation from 2024-25 WFAA Student Budgets. 

 
LOAN FEES: 

Undergraduate Loan Fees: $132 
Estimated by current fee rate and annual loan undergraduate maximum. 
 
Graduate Loan Fees: $219 
Estimated by current fee rate and annual loan graduate maximum. 

 
 

Other COA Components  
 
Licensure Requirements: Variable by Program (see details in each applicable budget)  
Additional licensure requirements may be funded, by student request and/or program identification. 
 
Depenent Care Costs: Varies  
Dependent care costs may be added to a student’s budget it they have childcare needs. Costs are based on 
average costs in the Spokane area, derived by localized surveys, and by the age of the child. See the Child Care 
Allowance chart in the FinAid Procedures Google drive. 

 
Disability Related Costs: Varies  
Disability related costs may be added to a student’s budget with documentation of need and costs, often in 
conjunction with EWU Student Support Services.  
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Computer / Technology: $1,000 
Based on general $1000 for computer, and related costs, up to $1000. In special circumstances, through 
professional judgment and with documentation, costs beyond $1000 may be funded for program specific 
requirements.  
 
Study Abroad Costs: Varies  
Study Abroad costs may be added to a student’s budget with documentation, often in conjunction with EWU 
Global Studies.  
 
 

Summer COA:  
EWU calculates all other than tuition summer components based on the student enrollment period, 4 or 8 
weeks for quarter students and 12 weeks for semester students. Tuition and fees are assigned based on actual 
costs. 

 

COA Component Adjustments: 
 

Cost of attendance may be adjusted for other reasons, including: 
 

• Change in budget duration (less than or greater than 9 months) 
• Budget group change (ex. – non-resident to resident) 
• Unique costs via Professional Judgment 

 
See the Professional Judgment Policy document for details regarding these changes. 
 

 

Enrollment Level COA Adjustments: 
 
Budgets are adjusted to reflect changes in enrollment under the following circumstances: 1) if we 
know at the time of initial evaluation that the student will attend less than full-time, 2) if the student 
notifies us prior to the start of each term, or 3) at the census day (tenth day) of each term, excluding 
summer. 
 
FULL-TIME ATTENDANCE 
 
 Full-time attendance is defined as 12 credits for undergraduates, including post-baccalaureate, 

teacher certification and provisional graduate students, and 8 credit hours for graduates admitted 
to a master's degree program.  

 
THREE-QUARTER-TIME ATTENDANCE 
 

Three-quarter-time attendance is defined as 9 - 11 credits for undergraduates, including post-
baccalaureate, teacher certification and provisional graduate students. Tuition is based on 9 
credits and books are prorated to 75 percent of the full-time book amount. Since full-time 
tuition is assessed at 10 credits, the actual tuition and full-time book amounts may be used if 
the student will carry at least 10 or 11 credits. All other budget items remain at the full-time 
allowance.  
 
Three-quarter time attendance for graduate students is 6 - 7 credits. Tuition is based on 7 
credits and books are prorated at 75 percent of the full-time book amount. All other budget 
items remain at the full-time allowance.  
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HALF-TIME ATTENDANCE 
 

Half-time attendance is defined as 6 - 8 credits for undergraduates, including post-
baccalaureate, teacher certification and provisional graduate students. Tuition is based on 6 
credits and books are prorated to 50 percent of the full-time book amount. All other budget 
items remain at the full-time allowance.  
 
Half-time attendance for graduate students defined as 5 - 6 credits. Tuition is based on 5 
credits and books are prorated at 50 percent of the full-time book amount. All other budget 
items remain at the full-time allowance.  

 
 
LESS THAN HALF-TIME ATTENDANCE    

 
By policy, the following components are included in the budget for less than half time students: 
 

• actual tuition and fees 
• 25 percent of the standard book allowance 
• dependent care (only if requested) 

 
By regulation, food/housing/transportation area allowable for no more than three terms, of 
which not more than two terms may be consecutive. 

 
 
ONLINE ENROLLMENT (DISTANCE EDUCATION) 
 

All Eastern online courses are distance education courses. As such, they are not subject to the 
special rules for correspondence courses and are treated like any other course. Students may 
receive the standard, and applicable, cost of attendance if taking one or more terms including 
online, or online only, courses.  

 
 
INCARCERATED STUDENTS 
 

The COA for incarcerated students may include only: 
• Tuition and fees, 
• Books, course materials, supplies, and equipment; and 
• The cost of obtaining a license, certification, or a first professional credential if enrolled in 

a program leading to licensure, certification, or credential. 
 

 
 

Enrollment Level COA Adjustments: 
 

• Section 479(A) of the HEA, as Amended 
• NASFAA Monograph: Developing the Cost of Attendance, August 2023 


